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o The main living area,

above the entrance

hall, provides sunny

and shady areas for
reading and refaxing




TS arC gned house on the idyllic
Island of 5 provided its owner with the
2 ‘Dalace’ of her dregms =,
p a .-,-»eﬂimf.”"“" .




no doula that 1oumn

hias 1 lor st hax

here s N e s Y
house bere” facton Its beguling mix of lawd-back charm, hastory, ollbeat
rcters, prstine beaches, bohemin chicness and rooftop danners with
ik aling stlemly st the l’nnll.'..:‘.l‘ has an understandable
'x:»!- irachion \\.l.l oy, RS Wi SO 1y i\. |||l![|.|' ullu .
i read e, with schools, sl G0, TTHOSCLCS buasinesses, chilelren olsassng
weh other around the marmow st il peog e about thear dakly
lives. Somechow all this gn e mzungus’ (the white resadents and visstors
1 nodson that it's a normal place - which # cortianly s’
Mary Greenwell, makesup artist to the stars, who first came 10 Lamu with
|"l|:t|.|lvtl N Il:'ulo::x--x 10 e s ANO "..r-n.|i-1:-.|ll<;?". Il.- nes ol ‘:u

creative, dhvoanmae couple (ariss Tonio was tragacally Killed m 2001, whom
she met in Mootauk, New Yook, and traselled with in Kesiva, “Towas oo whaok
ew world 1Th migoed 1o explore,” says Mary

Adter two woeks of 1 ‘up country’, they arrved on Lo to stay with

nencs s Sheka, a village at

hve souathers end of the adand. 20 minutes’ walk

roen Do Towns, which was fst inhabated in the Blteenth conmurme Tt was the
after the sorm ovs Manry: ‘and the most romantic ¢ | hanve boen
it gentle brecee, sweet senell of Jasman x:|l|-'..n-rlx.|l*:u| O Chos
WK A COMENS llnlll'll.'.:‘;n‘ ) the & uul_'nl under her skin ;-xn::.g-l
ing her 1o bay two empty plots; one on the beach of the sdand of Manda
Ot wnd the othier in Sheka, nesthing between existing houses amd the
Frickay Mosque near Peponi Hoacl. Tt did not take Jong for nve to realise that
the charm of village life outweighod the scalront view,” sivs My, ‘so | sold
Mandla, secure m my decision 10 busld 1 the villag
The task of dessgnang the hoase (el 10 renowned architect Claucho
a - who I by, amsong other projects, the Bandmark foro i th
ru e hon l e ol '.\.'.llth‘U‘ -’!u.l \\-“',- ulnl S
Clais 1 haed 10 make the budddinne sstlsciently tall 1o vaew Manda neross
the channed and carch the monsoon beoeczes, In adedithon, | el o necessary
10 give the house a sort of double Persoq lity ;nuln|. andd some o
formal; palatral, vet abso soft and emotional’ Mary agrees: “Mmamalisan
ad harsh edges were out. 1 wanted somethimg welcomang bat grand. YW
Iked alot abow colon, texture and strocture,”
Claudio’s skerches were spot on, sl the construction began, Local
Swalisli elders gave hian and his weam permissson 1o spread thelr building
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP materiaks over the public square, in exchange for coral blocks 1o busld a
LEFT Mary Greenwell's sl e ::l!- ind the nearty tosab of the pin ‘--‘I:Il.lr Sheakh Bin Aman
house, situated in the \ ferocious ramy scasan showed operations, *But v Clanelio, “T wiss lor-
heart of Shela village, is turuste i hovang as my site manager local Kenvan Brendan Hill, who had
built of stone in the local the encrey 1o work H-houar davs ms the msost diflscult circomstances
style, mixed with Omani Fhireen months kater, Mary™s “petin palais’ was complete, It was named
and Moorish infivences.in  El Yafix, afu egencary v in Sandi Arabia’s Eanpty Quarter when
Mary’s bedroom, cotton peace and harmosy reigied, Mary was over the moon when shye Fiest saw
mosquito nets soften the the Bnshed budlding T was Jost For words, Tt was more beantifisl thsan |
fnes of the stone interior, possibly could have magaed, with great grace and sweetness,” she says
The hall, entered via a Clandio had baile a clissae gem, perfectly tadored to has client’s needs A
Rajasthani door, shipped huge Rajusthant door was shipped from Mamdxa for the enrance, winc
from Mumbal, has a leanls 1o a delicionsdy cool entrance ball with arclhes and a fountain m the
fountain designed by corsier. Above i the maan Tivig space, winth sunny and shaded areas fos
architect Claudio Modola. dinmg, rewding « ~1‘<-:|-|1‘,;-~J| a hard sessiom on the beach, A siaircase takes
The living area opens on 10 SOL P B e g t Do COMpI g wo bhedmooms wiath enssanee bathroooms
# sunevy terrace, Cushions whisde Many PIIVIE AT and werrace are alwne A the W, 2 roOb serrace ls
made from rough linen sundonners has ysews, descrded In' Claodhio as “abmost Inbdical in P
Grain bags turn benches ance’, looking over the village, Furmture i mecture of locally commisssoned
into comfortable seating. pacces, lghas from Indes aoxd decoratnve objects shipped over from Loodon

The chairs in the dining For Mary, the house really s jesel-like. “From outside, it sparkdes at naght
area were made by local with ligha coming through the shutters It's majestic, yet g e echocti
craftsmen. The view over drcam which 1 home - v home - and [ simgly loae 2t

the village from the toproof  ( Jewdo Modla faeneu wi e k)] T rent, v detnds,
terrace is ‘almast biblical ey By Dyesagw (0el: Q1273623700 e
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